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Head of School: Mrs Dani Williams 

CEO/Principal: Miss Rachel Quick 

Registered Office: The Wherry School 

280 Hall Road, 

Norwich, 

Norfolk, 

NR1 2GB 

 

Tel: 01603 629440 

Mobile No. 07557196745 

Email: office@thewherryschool.co.uk 

 Feb 14, 2025

Dear parents and carers, 

I am writing to update you with details of our offer for Key Stage 4 (KS4) starting in September 2025. As 

your child is in Year 9 they, supported by you, will go through an Options process to help decide which 

subjects they will continue to study in Years 10 and 11.  

Based on the capacity and subject specialisms within our staff the subjects listed below will be available 

for students to study. Core subjects will be offered as a GCSE as well as a suitable entry level 

alternative or similar qualification being available. It is our intention that students will follow the full 

GCSE 9-1 specification in each subject, before decisions are made as to whether certification at entry 

level may be more appropriate. All students will study the core subjects (English Language and 

Literature, Maths and Science) and choose two foundation subjects, however students will only be able 

to choose one out of GCSE Art and Design or GCSE Photography. 

Areas of the curriculum such as Relationship, Sex and Health Education (RSHE), PfAL (Preparation for 

Adult Life), PECS (Philosophy, Ethics and Comparative Studies) and Physical Enrichment (PE) will continue 

to be given time, to support students to prepare for an independent adult life and remain active.  

Core subjects Foundation subjects 

●​ English 
o​ AQA GCSE English Language 
o​ AQA GCSE English Literature 
o​ Or 
o​ AQA Entry Level Step Up To English 
o​ Edexcel Entry Level Functional Skills 

●​ Maths 
o​ Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 
o​ Or 
o​ Edexcel Entry Level Mathematics 

●​ Science 
o​ AQA GCSE in Double Science 
o​ Or 
o​ AQA Entry Level Science 

 
●​ Edexcel GCSE Computer Science 
●​ WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality 

and Catering 
●​ AQA GCSE French 
●​ Edexcel GCSE Art and Design 
●​ AQA GCSE Photography 
●​ Edexcel GCSE History 
●​ OCR GCSE Psychology 
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The proposed timeframe for the coming weeks is as follows: 

 

Spring Term 2 Options Information Booklet distributed to families 
Spring Term 2 11th March - Options Evening. This will be an opportunity for parents and their 

children to speak with relevant teachers about studying their subject at Key Stage 
4 to inform the decision making process. Details of this evening will be sent to 
parents and carers separately. 

Summer Term  April 22nd Final choices confirmed in writing. Any final requests or adjustments 
considered and planned for. 

September 2024 Students begin Key Stage 4 studies 
 

In the remaining academic review meetings during Year 9 there will be the opportunity to discuss Access 

Arrangements for your child. These are arrangements to support them during their exams at the end of 

Year 11 and ensure they have the best chance of fulfilling their potential and includes, if required, access 

to a reader, scribe, prompt, exam papers enlarged, up to 50% extra time etc. 

Finally, your child’s EHCP from Year 9 and beyond will include a review of the ‘Preparing for adult life’ 
section. This will include their journey through Years 10 and 11 and their choices beyond. Students, 
parents and carers will also be able to request a meeting with the school’s independent Level 6 qualified 
Careers Advisor within KS4. 

I hope I have been able to provide a useful summary for our planning and preparation for Key Stage 4 

but if you have any questions please contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Colin Wheelhouse 

Head of School Operations. 
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Qualification title: GCSE (9 to 1) in Combined Science: Synergy - Two GCSEs  
Staff point of contact: Miss C Whitehead and  Miss A Fisher 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The Synergy course is made up of two equal sections, Life and Environmental Sciences and Physical 
Sciences. Within the course pupils will cover Biology, Chemistry and Physics, but topics will be shorter, 
more manageable and taught with a more holistic approach. Entry Level Certificate will follow a similar 
format and be offered to students in year 11 who may find it difficult or stressful to undertake two full 
GCSEs. 
 
Life and environmental sciences 
4.1: Building blocks 
4.2: Transport over larger distances 
4.3: Interactions with the environment  
4.4: Explaining change. 
 
Physical sciences 
4.5: Building blocks for understanding 
4.6: Interactions over small and large distances 
4.7: Movement and interactions 
4.8: Guiding Spaceship Earth towards a sustainable future. 

How is this qualification assessed? 

AQA Synergy GCSE 
Paper 1 
What's assessed: Life and environmental sciences 
Topics 4.1–4.4: Building blocks; Transport over larger distances; Interactions with the environment and 
Explaining change. 
 
Paper 2 
What's assessed: Life and environmental sciences 
Topics 4.1–4.4: Building blocks; Transport over larger distances; Interactions with the 
environment and Explaining change. 
 
Paper 3 
What's assessed: Physical sciences 
Topics 4.5–4.8: Building blocks for understanding; Interactions over small and large distances; 
Movement and interactions and Guiding Spaceship Earth towards a sustainable future. 
 
Paper 4 
What's assessed: Physical sciences 
Topics 4.5–4.8: Building blocks for understanding; Interactions over small and large distances; 
Movement and interactions and Guiding Spaceship Earth towards a sustainable future. 
 
How it's assessed: 
• Four written exams: 1 hour 45 minutes each 
• Foundation or Higher Tier 
• 100 marks/25% each 
 
The Synergy course is terminally assessed, meaning that all four exam papers are taken at the end of 
year 11.  
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Questions 
Multiple choice, structured, closed and open short answer questions, with greater emphasis on 
knowledge and application (AO1 and AO2) in paper 1 & 3. Papers 2 & 4 have a greater emphasis on 
analysis and evaluation (AO3). 
 
Entry level certificate is assessed at the end of each unit of work. There are no terminal exams in year 
11 but each term students will complete a written and practical assessment which will determine their 
final award. 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

Science is a core subject. Not only is it  important for anyone looking to progress into a Science field, it 
also shows that pupils have an ability to undertake practical work, and have a good understanding of 
formal health and safety expectations they will come across in many different workplaces. 
 
A pass at grade 6 or above is a requirement of most  A-level courses. Most college courses will require 
four grade 4 passes, including English and Maths, to access level 3 BTEC, apprenticeships and similar. 
Science will provide two of those. Pupils may move to an En+ 
 
Science T-levels are a relatively new course. They are equivalent to A-levels, take two years and include 
a 9 week work placement. They are something to consider for those who enjoy a more hands-on way 
of learning and are good for those hoping to go on to employment at 18, rather than university. 
However, they are also valued by UCAS for University applications so give pupils a broader set of 
choices. https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/science 
 
Possible careers linked with Science include agricultural scientist, astronomer, environmental scientist, 
food scientist, forensic scientist, meteorologist, veterinary scientist and zoologist. Don't forget that 
engineering, building and nearly every job in the Health Service uses scientific knowledge and then 
there's beauty therapy, working with animals, electrical work and many more! 
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Qualification title: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in English Language 
Staff point of contact: Mr A Crass and Ms R Hart 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

●​ Reading and responding to literary and non-fiction texts 
●​ Writing in descriptive or narrative styles 
●​ Writing to present a viewpoint 
●​ Presenting a study of Spoken Language including responding to questions and feedback and 

using standard English 

How is this qualification assessed? 

Two externally set exams each worth 50% of the overall award: 
1.​ Questions on an unseen literary text; writing to describe or narrate 
2.​ Questions on one unseen  non-fiction and one unseen literary text; writing to present a 

viewpoint 
  

Also, a non-exam presentation on Spoken Language which is assessed through oral skills, not writing. 
 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

As one of the core subjects, GCSE English Language provides students with the necessary literacy skills 
for further academic study across the curriculum as well as fundamental literacy skills for life. 
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Qualification title: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in English Literature 
Staff point of contact: Mr A Crass and Ms R Hart 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

●​ Study of a Shakespeare play 
●​ Study of a pre-20th century prose text 
●​ Study of a 20th century prose or drama text 
●​ Study of pre-released and unseen poetry 

 

How is this qualification assessed? 

Two externally set exams: 
1.​ Paper 1 (40% of overall award) Shakespeare and the pre-20th century prose text 
2.​ Paper 2 (60% of overall award) The modern prose text and pre-released and unseen poetry 

 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

GCSE English literature will support the reading and writing skills studied in GCSE English Language and 
enhance cross curricular literacy skills in other literary areas of the curriculum. 
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Qualification title:  Edexcel Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics 
Staff point of contact: Ms S Baker/ Mrs J Clarke 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The qualification is available at Entry Level 1, Entry Level 2 and Entry Level 3. These qualifications are 
designed for lower attainers and are to be taken when the student is ready. 
 
Entry level 1 and 2 content - Number, Geometry, Measures, Statistics 
  
Entry level three content -  Number, Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, Ratio and proportion, Measures. 
 

How is this qualification assessed? 

Level 1 and 2 - Component 1: Non-calculator Test 60% of the qualification, Component 2: Task 40% of 
the qualification - calculators can be used. 
Level 3 -  Component 1: Non-calculator test 36% of the qualification, Component 2: Calculator test 
24% of the qualification, Component 3: Task 40% of the qualification - calculators can be used. 
 
There are no time limits for the assessments and plenty of retake opportunities if required. 
 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics has been designed specifically to complement the GCSE 
Mathematics, enabling lower attainers to develop the underpinning mathematical skills and 
understanding to provide a progression route to GCSE Mathematics, if appropriate. Gaining a 
qualification at each level will lead to study at the next level. 
 
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to become fluent in the 
fundamentals of mathematics so that students develop the ability to recall and apply knowledge with 

increasing speed and accuracy, reason mathematically and solve problems by applying their 
mathematics to a variety of routine problems. These skills are highly valued by a range of employers. 
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Qualification title: AQA ELC Step Up To English 
Staff point of contact: Mr A Crass and Ms R Hart 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

Two awards: Silver and Gold  
●​ Spoken language: presenting and responding to feedback and questions 

●​ Reading: three tasks for a particular purpose 

●​ Writing: one longer task for a particular purpose 

●​ Creative reading based on two literary texts 

●​ Creative writing: one longer writing task 

How is this qualification assessed? 

●​ Component One 
○​ Students complete and submit two topics 

○​ Externally-set non-exam assessment: up to 1 hour 30 minutes 

○​ 60 marks per topic, 120 marks per component 

○​ 50% of Step Up to English 

●​ Component Two 

○​ Students complete one paper 

○​ Externally-set non-exam assessment up to 1 hour 30 minutes 

○​ 60 marks 

○​ 50% of Step Up to English 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

Step up to English helps entry Level students build basic and relevant literacy skills and is suitable for 

students of all ages. 

It offers two steps: Silver step (Entry Level 1 and 2) and Gold Step (Entry Level 3) 

It can also provide a pathway for students to access the GCSE curriculum if that were to be considered 

appropriate. 
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Qualification title: AQA GCSE (9 to 1) Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design  
Staff point of contact: Miss E Durant 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The course is made up of 2 components.  
 
Component 1: Portfolio 

This exciting component, spanning Year 10 and the first term of Year 11, forms 60% of your GCSE and 

showcases your artistic journey. Through diverse projects set by your teacher, you'll explore the work 

of various artists, craftspeople, and designers, developing your skills in a range of exciting techniques.  

You'll interpret project titles in your own unique way, demonstrating your understanding of the four 

assessment objectives. This portfolio will become a record of your creative growth, showcasing your 

experimentation,  skill development, and ability to express your individual artistic voice. 

 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 

Beginning in January of Year 11, you will undertake the externally set assignment, contributing 40% to 

your final grade. This project offers the opportunity for in-depth exploration of a personally chosen 

theme. You'll choose a starting point from a list provided by the exam board, and then, with guidance 

from your teacher, you'll conduct independent research, experiment with ideas, and develop your own 

unique response. This culminates in a 10-hour supervised session, spread across two days, where 

you'll create your final piece, demonstrating your artistic skills and creative vision. 

 
Skills:​
Students develop and apply creative skills to realise personal intentions within their chosen area of 
study. This involves developing ideas through research and critical analysis of sources, applying 
industry knowledge, refining work through experimentation, and documenting progress visually and 
with written annotations.  Students must effectively use visual language (media, materials, techniques, 
processes, and technologies), demonstrate drawing skills for various purposes, and realise intentions 
through sustained creative process application. 

How is this qualification assessed? 

All work will be marked according to the 4 assessment objectives. 
 
A01 - Develop Ideas- Artists, Trips/visits and sources of inspiration 
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
 
A02 - Refining and experimenting 
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media,materials, 
techniques and processes. 
 
A03 -Observation, explanations & use of media 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intensons as work progresses. 
 
A04 - Final Idea and final piece, links with artists 

10 



 

Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding 
of visual language. 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

You don’t need any previous learning experience for this course. The course provides a strong 

foundation for further study at AS and A-level. An Art GCSE provides a strong foundation for further 

education and employment by fostering a range of valuable skills. It prepares students for art and 

design pathways in higher education, emphasising portfolio development and critical analysis. Beyond 

creative fields, it develops transferable skills like visual communication, problem-solving, time 

management, and attention to detail, applicable to numerous careers. An art GCSE also encourages 

innovation, enhances communication skills, and contributes to personal development, making it a 

valuable asset for a variety of future paths. 

This course will support you in many careers. The creative industry is vast and almost 1 in 8 UK 
businesses are creative businesses. Some of these industries include IT, computing and video game 
services, publishing, film and tv, design and architecture.  
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Qualification title: Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9–1) Computer Science 2020 
Staff point of contact: Mr C Wheelhouse 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Computer Science qualification has a written and a practical element. 
This balance provides students with a rounded experience of computer science in comparison with a 
traditional paper based exam that relies on students reading and writing pseudocode. A new onscreen 
assessment will give students a more practical and engaging assessment experience that can be 
transferred into real world skills. 

How is this qualification assessed? 

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Computer Science consists of two 
externally-examined papers.  
 
Paper 1 is a written examination and Paper 2 is a practical onscreen assessment. 
 
Paper 1 consists of five compulsory questions, each one focused on one of the topic areas, (Data, 
Computational Thinking, Computers, Networks, Issues and Impact).  The questions consist of 
multiple-choice, short-, medium- and extended-open-response, tabular and diagrammatic items 
 
Paper 2 is practical in nature and requires students to design, write, test and refine programs in order 
to solve problems. Students will complete this assessment on screen using Python 3. 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

Students can progress from this qualification to:  

● further studies, for example A Levels, a BTEC in Computer Science  

● employment, where further training may be available 
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Qualification title: AQA Level 1 (Unit Awards) /Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in French 
Staff point of contact: Mx A Bourke 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

Students study the following themes on which the assessments are based: 

●​ People and lifestyle 

●​ Popular Culture 

●​ Communication and the world around us 
 
Students are assessed in 4 skill areas: 

●​ Listening -Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language 
●​ Speaking - Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes 
●​ Reading - Understanding and responding to different types of written language 
●​ Writing - Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes. 

 

How is this qualification assessed? 

GCSE French is a linear qualification.  This means that students sit their exams at the end of the 
course. 
 
GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must take all 
four question papers at the same tier.  
 
Listening - 25% of GCSE 
Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier) 

●​ Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally 
●​ Section B – dictation where students transcribe short sentences, including a small number of 

words from outside the prescribed vocabulary list . 
 
Speaking - 25% of GCSE 
Spoken exam: 7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier), 10-12 minutes (Higher Tier) 

●​ Role-play (1-1.5 minutes for both tiers) 
●​ Read-aloud task followed by short unprepared discussion (2-2.5 min foundation , 3-3.5 min 

higher) 
●​ Photo card discussion (includes unprepared discussion after talking about the photo) (4-5 

minutes at Foundation Tier; 6-7 minutes at Higher Tier) 
 

Reading - 25% of GCSE 
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier) 

●​ Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally 
●​ Section B –translation from French into English, minimum of 35 words at Foundation tier and 

50 words at Higher tier  
Writing - 25% of GCSE 
Written exam: 1 hour 10 minutes  (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 
Foundation Tier 

●​ Question 1 – student produces five short sentences in response to a photo (10 marks)  
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●​ Question 2 – student produces a short piece of writing in response to five compulsory bullet 
points, approximately 50 words in total (10 marks)  

●​ Question 3 – student completes five short grammar tasks (5 marks)   
●​ Question 4 – translation of sentences from English into French, minimum 35 words in total (10 

marks)  
●​ Question 5 (overlap question) – student produces a piece of writing in response to three 

compulsory bullet points, approximately 90 words in total. There is a choice from two 
questions (15 marks) 
 

Higher Tier 
●​ Question 1 – translation of sentences from English into French, minimum 50 words in total (10 

marks)  
●​ Question 2 (overlap question) – student produces a piece of writing in response to three 

compulsory bullet points, approximately 90 words in total. There is a choice from two 
questions (15 marks)  

●​ Question 3 – open-ended writing task (student responds to two bullets, producing 
approximately 150 words in total). There is a choice from two questions (25 marks) 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

GCSE French is a nationally recognised qualification, which equips students with the knowledge to 
communicate in a variety of contexts with confidence.  GCSE French is one of the subjects included in 
the EBacc. 
 
Students will develop speech skills such as stress, volume, pace and intonation.  Additionally, they will 
work on language skills such as sentence structure and vocabulary building. 
 
Having good communications skills is an asset in terms of further education and employment. An 
additional benefit is that by exploring social and cultural differences and expectations, students will 
gain a greater awareness of the world around them. 
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Qualification title: Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in History 
Staff point of contact: Mr A Watts 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment 
●​ Medicine in Britain, c1250 - present and the British sector of the Western Front, 1914 - 18: 

injuries, treatment and the trenches. 
Paper 2: Period student and British depth study 

●​ British depth study: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060 - 1088 
●​ Period study: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941 - 91 

Paper 3: Modern depth study 
●​ Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 - 1939 

How is this qualification assessed? 

This qualification is assessed at the end of Year 11 with three externally examined papers. 
 
Across all three papers 168 marks are available of which 8 marks are for spelling, punctuation, 
grammar and use of specialist terminology. 
 

●​ Paper 1 is a written examination lasting 1 hour and 20 minutes (without extra time) and is 
worth 30% of the qualification. 52 marks are available. 

●​ Paper 2 is a written examination lasting 1 hour and 50 minutes (without extra time) and is 
worth 40% of the qualification. 64 marks are available. 

●​ Paper 3 is a written examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes (without extra time) and is 
worth 30% of the qualification. 52 marks are available. 

 
In all three exams Access Arrangements, such as a reader, scribe, access to a laptop, extra time etc. can 
be applied. 
 
To prepare students for these assessments students will be set practice GCSE style questions on a 
regular basis. Staff will model how each question should be answered to support students and 
increase their confidence. 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

Learning about past events and the people who’ve influenced history will allow you to understand 
how the world got to the point it’s at now and how it will continue to develop in the future. Apart 
from studying a wide range of exciting historic periods, you’ll learn a range of skills that will help you 
with further education and future work. These include: excellent communication and writing skills; 
how to construct an argument; research and problem solving skills; investigation skills; analytical and 
interpretation skills. 
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Qualification title:  Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in Mathematics  
Staff point of contact: Ms S Baker/ Mrs J Clarke 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The assessments will cover the following content headings: 1 Number 2 Algebra 3 Ratio, proportion 
and rates of change 4 Geometry and measures 5 Probability 6 Statistics. 
Two tiers are available: Foundation - grades 1 to 5 available and Higher - grades 4 to 9 available (grade 
3 allowed). 
 
Content is defined for each tier and weighted as follows:- 
 
Foundation tier: Number 22 - 28% Algebra 17 - 23% Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 22 - 28% 
Geometry and Measures 12 - 18% Statistics & Probability 12 - 18% 
 
Higher tier: Number 12 - 18% Algebra 27 - 33% Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 17 - 23% 
Geometry and Measures 17 - 23% Statistics & Probability 12 - 18% 

How is this qualification assessed? 

The assessment for each tier of entry consists of three externally-examined papers, one non-calculator 
paper and two calculator papers. All three papers must be from the same tier of entry and will be 
taken at the end of the course. 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

This qualification provides a strong foundation for further academic and vocational study and for 
employment, to give students the appropriate mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding to 
help them progress to a full range of courses in further and higher education. This includes Level 3 
mathematics courses as well as Level 3 and undergraduate courses in other disciplines such as biology, 
geography and psychology, where the understanding and application of mathematics is crucial. 
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Qualification title: AQA GCSE Art and Design: Photography  
Staff point of contact: Miss E Durant 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The GCSE Photography course is made up of 2 components: 

 

Component 1: Portfolio 

 

This exciting component, spanning Year 10 and the first term of Year 11, forms 60% of your GCSE and 

showcases your photographic journey. Through diverse projects set by your teacher, you'll explore the 

work of various photographers, developing your skills in a range of exciting techniques, including 

camera handling, composition, lighting and digital manipulation. You'll interpret project titles in your 

own unique way, demonstrating your understanding of the four assessment objectives. This portfolio 

will become a record of your creative growth, showcasing your experimentation, skill development, 

and ability to express your individual photographic vision. 

 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 

 

Beginning in January of Year 11, you will undertake the externally set assignment, contributing 40% to 

your final grade. This project offers the opportunity for in-depth exploration of a personally chosen 

theme. You'll choose a starting point from a list provided by the exam board, and then, with guidance 

from your teacher, you'll conduct independent research, experiment with ideas, and develop your own 

unique photographic response. This culminates in a 10-hour supervised session, spread across two 

days, where you'll produce your final piece(s), demonstrating your photographic skills and creative 

vision. 

 
Skills:​
Photographic skills and techniques such as: 
• lighting, viewpoint, aperture, depth of field, shutter speed and movement, chemical and/or digital 
processes. 
 
Use a range of media and materials such as:  
• film, photographic papers, digital media, programs and related technologies, graphic media for 
purposes such as storyboarding, planning and constructing shoots. 

How is this qualification assessed? 

All work will be marked according to the 4 assessment objectives. 
 
A01 - Develop Ideas- Artists, Trips/visits and sources of inspiration 
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
 
A02 - Refining and experimenting 
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media,materials, 
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techniques and processes. 
 
A03 -Observation, explanations & use of media 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intensons as work progresses. 
 
A04 - Final Idea and final piece, links with artists 
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding 
of visual language. 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

You don’t need any previous learning experience for this course. GCSE Photography provides a solid 

foundation for further education in creative fields like A-Levels, BTECs, diplomas, and even university 

degrees, strengthening applications for related courses.  It also opens doors to entry-level 

photography positions like photography assistant or junior photographer, and the transferable skills it 

develops, such as visual communication, technical proficiency, creative thinking, and problem-solving, 

are highly valued in creative industries like graphic design, web design, marketing, and film.  

Furthermore, the portfolio of work created during the GCSE course is invaluable for art school 

applications and those aspiring to freelance photography.  Essentially, GCSE Photography nurtures 

creativity, technical expertise, and visual literacy, preparing students for both academic and career 

pathways. 
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Qualification title: OCR GCSE (9–1) in Psychology 
Staff point of contact: Mrs V McKenzie 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

This GCSE in Psychology follows a clear and straightforward structure. It contains exciting 
subject content, helping students to understand why people think and behave in the way that 
they do. There is a balance of classic and modern psychological theory and research, 
emphasis on ‘doing psychology’, as well as a focus on mental health. 
 

Throughout the course, students study various psychological ideas, processes, techniques and 
procedures within the following topics: 

●​ Development 

●​ Memory 

●​ Psychological problems 

●​ Social influence 

●​ The brain and neuropsychology 

●​ Criminal psychology 

●​ Sleep and dreaming 

●​ Research methods. 
 

In each component, students study two core studies, through which they develop knowledge 
and understanding of the five core areas of psychology: 

●​ Biological 
●​ Cognitive 

●​ Social 
●​ Developmental 
●​ Individual differences 

How is this qualification assessed? 

There are 2 exams which will be sat in May/June in Year 11.  
Each exam lasts for 1.5 hours and will cover three topics and some research methods. 
 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

Completing the course will provide you with a good scientific insight into human behaviour 

and scientific research. You will also develop your evaluation skills.  In addition, the 

knowledge gained from this course about how and why people think and behave  in the way 

that they do will help you to develop a deeper understanding of the world and people around 

you. 

 

Psychology is recognised as a science subject at most universities and therefore will support 
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any applications into FE with a scientific focus.   

 

Most careers require you to work with people and having a psychology background will allow 

you to navigate the world of work from a more knowledgeable viewpoint.  Careers which 

specifically involve psychology are; teaching, health (doctors, nurses, occupational health, 

mental health), clinical support (including counselling), social work and support work, forensic 

psychology (and work in prisons) and sports psychology.  There are many more...come and 

find me if you wish to discuss this further! 
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Qualification title: WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering    
Staff point of contact: Miss J King 

 

Course overview - including breakdown of specific units 

The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up of two mandatory units:  
 

●​ Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry  
●​ Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action. 

 
Learners must complete both units. This structure has been designed to develop in learners the knowledge and 
understanding related to a range of hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and what they have to 
take into account to be successful. 
 
 There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect 
successful hospitality and catering operations. 
 
 In this qualification, learners will also have the opportunity to develop some food preparation and cooking skills 
as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time management, planning and 
communication. Through the two units, learners will gain an overview of the hospitality and catering industry. 

How is this qualification assessed? 

The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering is assessed using a combination of internal and 
external assessment. 
 
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry will be externally assessed 
Format: On screen, e-assessment. Short and extended answer questions based around applied situations. 
Learners will be required to use stimulus material presented in different formats to respond to questions. 
 
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action is internally assessed: 
There are three stages of assessment that will be controlled: 

●​ Task setting  
●​ Task taking  
●​ Task marking 

How would this qualification support further education and employment? 

 Successful completion of this qualification could support entry to qualifications that develop specific skills for 
work in hospitality and catering such as:  

●​ Level 1 Certificate in Introduction to Professional Food and Beverage Service Skills • 
●​ Level 2 Certificate in Professional Food and Beverage Service Skills  
●​ Level or Level 2 NVQ Diploma in Professional Cookery Where the WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality 

and Catering is achieved 
 
Employment in hospitality and catering can range from waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to 
chefs, hotel and bar managers and food technologists in food manufacturing. All of these roles require further 
education and training either through apprenticeships or further and higher education.  
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